number of manuscripts received for the journal, Dr. Gunter Dörhöfer was appointed by Springer in the early 1990s as EIC for Europe after having served for several years on the Editorial Board. In 2014, Dr. Olaf Kolditz was appointed as the third EIC due to the journal's rapid expansion and for the management of its thematic issues, which are dedicated to comprehensive collections on special topics in environmental earth sciences. Dr. Kolditz had served for several years as Associate Editor for the journal.
Since its inception, there have been varied titles for the journal: Environmental Geology, Environmental Geology and Water Sciences, Environmental Geology (again). It is now titled Environmental Earth Sciences as a result of broadening the aims and scope of the journal to reach the broader sphere of environmental earth sciences. As a result of extending the aims and scope, the journal has significantly expanded, increasing the need for more assistance with the management of the journal. As of January 2015, Springer has appointed ten Associate Editors (AEs) for the journal who will assist in managing the submitted manuscripts. The present Editorial Board consists of 37 members.
In the mid-2000s, Springer implemented the online submission capability, which aided authors in a faster and easier method in which to submit a manuscript. As a result, the rate of manuscript submissions increased significantly, causing a rapid rise in the number of issues published annually. In the first few years, the journal only published two to four issues per year containing about ten manuscripts per issue. When submissions began to increase, Springer increased the number of issues per year to eight, then twelve, then eighteen and now 24 issues per year. Since the broadening of the aims and scope of the journal, the number of submissions has substantially increased each year with a monumental number of 2151 manuscripts submitted in 2014 and an expectation of a continued increase in the years to come. There are approximately 9000 reviewers in the online submission system, which make it possible to manage such a large number of submitted manuscripts.
Not only has the journal expanded in the abovementioned manner, but it has also broadened its horizon geographically in the dissemination of research from represented countries from which formerly very little research had been received.
